
Defining Distance Education 

I believe the definition of distance learning is always changing because there 

are always new advancements in the way distance learning is being presented and 

also advancements in the technology used to present it. “Whatever the medium, 

interaction was essential to distance education, as it was to any education. The 

connection of learners, teachers, and instructional resources became less 

dependent on physical proximity as communications systems became more 

sophisticated and widely available; consequently, the Internet, cell phones, and e-

mail had contributed to the rapid growth in distance education (Albright, Simonson, 

Smaldino & Zvacek, 2012).” There will always be instructional designers looking for 

better ways of presenting information and connecting learners and professors to 

this information. 

I believe the factors that drive the change in distance learning are the 

needs of the learners. Learner needs should be at the forefront of distance 

learning because if their needs are not met then learning really cannot take place. 

“The teaching/learning contract requires that the students be taught, assessed, 
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given guidance, and, where appropriate, prepared for examinations that may or may 

not be conducted by the institution (Albright, Simonson, Smaldino & Zvacek, 

2012).”  

Instructional designers are always trying to find ways of addressing the 

needs of learners in order to make sure that they not only learn from the courses 

but they can also relate personal experiences to the content. “In other situations, 

established distance education providers are being required by a changing society 

to convert from mass instruction to a more decentralized approach to meet the 

diverse needs of their students (Albright, Simonson, Smaldino & Zvacek, 2012).  I 

believe the changes in distance learning are guided by both the person’s profession 

and how much technical knowledge that person has. 

My personal definition of distance learning before starting this course was 

that distance education is the process of providing opportunities to learn in a more 

convenient way for the hardworking individual with a family that finds it difficult 

to make time away to sit in an original classroom setting. It is also an opportunity 

for people that are far away in other states and countries to get the education 

they need from a particular school that offers the program that they need. The 

information learned this week provided even more insight as to what distance 

learning is.  

It is more than learning from a far in an online community.  It is about social 

interaction, peer to peer learning with professor guidance, and using the right 

resources. “Moore (2007) writes that distance education originated in Germany and 

the University of Tubingen and Rudolf Manfred Delling (1985) stated that distance 

education, in general, is a planned and systematic activity that comprises  the 

choice, didactic preparation, and presentation of teaching materials as well as the 

supervision and support of student learning, which is achieved by bridging the 



physical distance between student and teacher by means of at least one 

appropriate technical medium (Albright, Simonson, Smaldino & Zvacek, 2012).” 

I believe the future of distance learning is on the rise. It has been gradually 

becoming more and more popular as the need for professional growth and training 

rises and more convenient ways of learning are needed. As advancements are being 

made in distance learning it is becoming more and more like a traditional classroom 

setting. “Historically, diverse practices of distance education have been developed 

according to the resources and philosophies of the organizations providing 

instruction (Albright, Simonson, Smaldino & Zvacek, 2012.” With this in mind, I 

believe the distance education program provided by an institution can only be as 

good as the resources and philosophies used to design it. 
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